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 SWADEAND PROVOKE THE MOST 
" HONORABLE AND HIGH COVRT OF PAR 
Tiament now aſſembled, and allo all other in any highau- 
thority,ar in any grace, and creditewith them that are in 


hizh authoriy,to promote and advance the ſincere Miniſtery of 
the Goſpell;as alſo Fealouſly to ſprake fer the Miniſters therof” 


now degraded,deprived, ſilenced, or admomiſhed,or afterward 
like Ka, called into queſtion,for Subſcription, Ceremenyes, 


firi3 obſervation of the booke of common prayer, or for 
#ther conformitie , * 
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1 Sam,2.30, 
Them that honor me I will honor: and they that | 
diſpiſe me, shall be deſpiſed. | 5 
Math:12,30 | 
Te that u not with me,ts againſt me: and he that 
eathereth not with me, ſcattereth. 
Therefore, 
1:Cor:16.13. | 
Watch ye: ſland faſt in the faith; quite you Y 3 
I | like men,and be ſtrong. | 


Imprinted 1606. 
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SIDIEIES SISS RL XN 


TO THE CHRISTIAN-:READER, 
Honorable , Worſhipfull. ec. *_ © 
Ouchins theſe arauments followins,my humble petit;- 
| on to he C Fn, reader he obiofieuer ſorte = c0- 
dition ) is this, that they may not be taken as procee- 
aing from one ſuſpecting any religious Noble man or gentleman 
of the Parliament houſe, but rather from one as with all thanks 
to God , acknowledging the godly forwardnes of many in both 
houſes, ſo alſo earneſtly deſiering to quicken the Feale of the beſt, 
and to provoke all other,to take the cauſe heere handled to heart, 
not onely as the cauſe of poore diſtreſſed men, but as the cauſe of 
God, yea, to accompt it alſo the maine cauſe of the whole land, of 
your ſelues-and all your poſteritie, and therefore to prefer the 
ſame ( according to the daily moſt godly prayer of your 
ſclucs, in your houſe of Parliament ) before all other camſes 
whatſoever either concerning any particuler perſons,or the whole 


common wealth. 
Whereas I hane per ſwaded them to whom 1 hane directed theſe 


reaſons to wſe all meanes they may for the docing of any good, I 

f deſire that my words may not be vncharitably conſtrued of any 
" other meanes then ſuch,as are ſutable to the cauſe,vi7.of good 
honeſt. lawfull,peaceable & agreable to every mans calling. T he 

like charitable conſtrudtion I crane of any other wordes, which 

ſome parhaps may maliciouſly wreſt againſt my ſelf & the cauſe. 
Wheras alſo ſore may ſeeme to pretend feare of his moſf ex- 

cellent Maieſties diſpleaſure to hinder their zeale and conrage; 

ſuch I entreate to conſider how diſhonorable(if not diſloyall)it ts, 


in good catſes to feare the diſpleaſure of a Prince, who beſides his 
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F2 T- 4+ weft Chriſtie Bcation from hisinfancj,bath long time publik 
| ly 2rven ſo many worthy teſtimonyes of his picty and godlines. 
Louethinketh no evill of any,uch eſſe of ſuch a Chriſtian. 
Prince, Itbelciveth all and hopeth all of every brother, 
much more of a religions King . It is the glory of a King zot. 
ozly to find out the ſecrets of other , but alſo ſomtinr? to c9-' 
"+. ceale his wne . Therefore it ts not- meete by preſent wordes or 
:Hcedes, (whereof ſometime there may be a deepe reaſon ) alwayes. 
 to:zndee of the mind. Ichu pretended one thing(when he procla- 
meds ſacrifice for Baal) but he intended another :Toleph a long. 
tire delt. roughly ( both'in word and deede ) with bis brethrens- 
yet in the end he ſheewed bimſelfe moſt lovinge and kind onto 
them.Our Saviour( for the triall of the woman of Canaan)ſce- 
med a long time to repell her ute , for her daughter , firſt by ſt 
lence, 2. by a ſharp reprehenſion of his Diſciples petitioningin 
her behalfe : and 3. by a more ſharp anſwer to her ſelfe . Atthe 
laſt notwithſtanding, he did moſt graciouſly open the treaſures of” 
his riche compasſion towards her,and (ent her away with a bun. 
ant comforte. Conſtantius the Father of Conſtantine the 
.Great(4s Evicbius reporteth ;b.r. de vita Conſtantini,cap. 
11.) at his firſt entrance intothe Empire, made ſolemne procla- 
mation, that all which ſerved himin his-Court, ſhould ei- 
ther worthip Devills, ( after the manner of the Heathen ) or 
g1uc overtheir places of dignity and honor, and ſo tobe 
banniſhed from his Court , But by this meanes when he had 
tryed th: that were faithfull,then (to the farre greater honor 
of his Princely wiſedome and piety, thenif he had plainly and 
frmply at the firſt profeſſed the Chriſtian religion,) He diſgraced 
thoſe that had ſo revolted from God , and rebuked them with 4 
moſt Priacely and religious rebuke , ſayine, That they were 
Traitors to God, and vnworthy the ſervice of an Empe- 
rour. For how (qu0th hr )can they kcepe faith vnviolat to- 
wards 
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wards the Emperour,which are manifeſtly convinced e6 
 bevnfaithfull tothemoſt excellentand mightie God. * 
on the contrary thoſe that for conſcience had forſaken their pla: 
 6e5,and given over their honors, he moſt highly eraced,as thoſe 
that would be faithfull to the Emperour, becauſe they 
had beenfo vnto God:yea,he pronounced them worthy 
to be reckoned among the cheife and principall frends of 
the Emperour,and nc worthily much more eſteemed, 
than Treaſuries full of great riches. Therefore alſo he prefer- 
red ſome of the Ro. attendance vpon his owne perſon, 
and other ſome he advanced to the cheife goverment of the Em- 
pire vnder himelfe. 
' Theaue the application of theſe things. Onely Iwiſh ſuch con. 
Parration of them, that men may not be raſhe(vpox any ſuppoſed 
apparances) to indge Chriſtian Princes, eſpecially who in fromer 
times haut many wayes teſtified their ſincere religis: yea I wiſh leſſ 
cenſuring of them, and more earneſt praying for them in ſecret 
before him thatſeeth infecret 8& Fath promiſed to reward 
openly yeaas David bleſed the Lord God of Ifracll, and 
the counſell of Abigail, and Abigaill herſelf, for keeping 
him from ſheading innocent blood, Sam.25.32.c5c. ſo(t0 
omit what thanks you may haue from his _ excellent Mateſty) 
who alſo knoweth, how eucn they, that for the preſent doe maſt re. | 
ſift the matters keerafter pleaded fer , will in the end bleſſe God & 
your counſell, and your ſelues for taying them from their proceed. 
ing in their hard courſes .qgainſt the miniſtery of the Goſpell, & 
the ſalvation of the people depending thervpon? | 
Finally , albeit Iconld haue added many other arguments to 
theſe thatT haue here written for the further whetine of 1he Keel 
of thoſe to whom: theſe cauſes principally appertayne yet ſeins theſe 
ave a riſe to ſuch a quantite;1 thought it beſt to ſpare the further 
paynes of my ſelfe, and of the reader : hoping that theſe which 1 
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haue written, ſhall be ſufjicient ſo to kindle the {a of them that © 
loue the Lord Teſus and his truth , that they thalbe ſo full of 
matter (« Elihu ſpeaketh of himſelfe Tob 32.19 ) that their 
ſpirit within them,ſhall compell them,and that their bel- 
lyes ſhall be as the wine which hath no vent, and like the 
new bottles thatburſt, that ſo they may ſpeake to take 
breath , and open their lipps for anſwer of them( if axy 
ſuch doe ſheew themſclues) that doe oppuene,or ſhall op- 
puene the ſincere miniſtery of the goſpell. In which hope 
I commend them to God,and to theword 
of his Gracc. 


Errata 
page To, lin: 28, repreeting for represſing page 12, lin: 9 
put in» it, at theend page [1 lin:1thines for thinges page 
1 2,110.79 after luckling make a comma ibid: }in: 26 for 
{lwareread (weare page 14 lin, pen: for agd, read and ibid: 
lin: vitim: for mounks, read monks page 716 lin:11 for raa 


dy read ready pag? 17 lin: 5 for wouds read words | page 
[ 9 lin: 2: alinatiou for-alienation ibid: lin: 19 19mitating 


forimitating Page 1slin: 20 for uſo read ule. 
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CERTAINE AR GVMENTS TO PRO- 


VOKE THIS PRESENT HIGH COF RT 
of Parliament to zeale, for the Miniſters 
wow ſulenced. 


out long diſcourſe that principall poynt that the 
Goſpell is the power of God vnto falvation (as that 
which TI hope 1s doubted of none) Itis to be conltdered 
that the Miniſters in *perricular aboue mentioned , are 
the Miniſters of Chriſt, ſentby God, and in grace and 
favor with God. This is cuident .1. by the hatred of all 
ſortes of the wicked and vngodly men, PaPiſts Athilts & 
Carnall Goſpellers in ſpcciall manncragainſt them. 7fye 
were f the world (faith our ſavyour) the world would loue his 
owne,but becauſe ye axe not of the world but T haut choſen you out 
of the world, therefore the world hateth you. 1oh. 1. 19.2. By 
their vnblacable life in all other things,the matter only of 
Conformity excepted. This hath bin 8& dayly is acknow- 
ledged by thoſe that are Iudges againſt them for the ſaid 
Conformity. Andalbeit contempt, {ingularity, andam- 
bition be obiected vnto them, yet how vniuſtly this is ob 
iected, doth evidently appeare by the manifould reproch 
es,the great moleſtations, loſle of liuing, to the vndoing 
of them ſelues their wines and Children,and many other 
wronges, iniuryes,& indignitics which they haue ſuffred 
and dayly doc {uffer 3. As by their guiits wherwith they 
are furniſhed for their callinges, and by their paines and 
dilligence accordingly in en callinges, ſo eſpecially by 
TC 


E or the ground of all that followeth (to omitt with- 
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- _ thebleſſingof Godvpon their ſaid paines and diligence 
in theknowledg & obcdience of the people in ſuch places 
where they liue,and in the mutuall loue and peace of ſuch 
pcople among them {clues: wheras in other places men 
tor the moſt parte are 1gnorant of all duty to God and 
man, and therefore prophane, irreligtous, contentious, 
and apt to ſedition & rebcllion as all experience teacheth 
vs. This argument iuſtificth their calling. For how could 
they ſo preach to ſuch cftectes of knowledge, godlines, 
loyalty , peaccand loue except they were {cnt Rem. r0. 
15. Thatwhich the Apoſtle faith to the Corinthians in 
thelike behalfe touching his Apoſtl{hip, may alfo be ſaid 


in this touching the miniſtery and calling of theſe men 


vnto thoſe people where they areand among whom the 


Lord hath ſo blefſed their miniſteriall labors, Are ye not my 
worke in the Lord ? If The not an Apoſtle to other , yet doubiles I 
am wntoyon : for yea are the ſeale of my Apoſtleſhip in the Lord 


7.Co 9.1.2. Andagainc,ye are our Epiſtle written in our hartes, 
which is vnderſford and read of all men in that ye are manifeſted 
to be the tpiſtle of Chriſt, nuniſtred by us & written not with 
ink but with the ſpirit of the lining God, not an tables of ſtone 
but in fleſby tables of the hart 2. Cor, 3.2. 3. 

Sith iris {o,not to ſpcake & pur forth your{ſclues in be- 
halfofthes men is to ſpare ſpeach & paynes for God him 
ſclfe & for Chriſt Tefus. Exod. 16 2.1.Sam.$,7.Luk.ro.16.1f 
they are ſaid to deny bodily food aparrell & lodging vnto 
Chriſt himſelfe,that deny theſe thinges to the lcaſt of his 
ele&, 2ath. 25. 40. May not they much more be ſaid to 
ſpare ſpeech and paines for Chriſt, that ſpare their ſpeech 
& paines torthe everlaſting ſalvation of many thouſand 
foules: yea this cannot be denied, {ith all the Godly haze 
pat oz the Lord Teſs Ga. 3. 25. And are fleſh of his flech and 


bore 


"$7 


Lone of his bone Ephe. 5.30. 

Finally let this argument-the more prevaile with: all 
men in regard of all that Chriſt TIcſus ( whoſe cauſe this 
is ſhewed to be ) hath {uffered and done for vs. 

2 Iris alloto beconfidered that the miniſtery of the 
Ghoſpcll,is not only for carthly men, but alſo for heauen 
ly Angels. Thereforeas the Cherubins were commaun- 
ded to be {ett with their faces towards the Mercy ſeate. Exod, 
25.20. as looking and liſtening atter the Oracles of God 
that ſhould be geiven fro the mercy ſeate to the Church, 
ſo it is not onely ſomewhat obſcurely faid concerning 
thoſe thinges that are shewed by them that preach the Goſpel by 
the holy Ghoſt , that the Angells doe deſier to behold the ſaide 
thinges,r.Pet.r.r2.Butleaſtany man ſhould thinke that to 
be vnderſtood onely of the accompliſhing of the matters 
preached in the finall,and pertect ſalvation of the elect & 
whole Church;it is alſo plainely and moſt perſpecuouſly 
written,that one cheifc end, purpoſe, and intent of prea- 
ching the ſaid Goſpell,, and the vnſearchable riches of Chriſt in 
the Goſpell contained, and of making cleere vnto all men the 
fellowship of the myſtery of the Goſpell, was this, that now wnto 
principalities and powers in heavenly places, (that is unto An- 


gels) might be knowne by the Church(not the great ſalvation 
of the Lord)but the manifold wiſdome of God. Ephef. 3.10. 


To ſpeake therfore for the Goſpell & for the ſincere mi- 


niſtery & Miniſters therof, is to ſpeake not only for God, » 


but alſo for the Angels. To ſpare ſpeaking & other paines 
taking for the Goſpell and {incere miniſtery thereof, is to 
ſpare ſpeaking and taking paynes for God himlſelte & for 
his bleſſed Angels:and ſo conſequently, to provoke both 
the Lord himſelfe of heaven & earth, and allo the whole 


hoſtand army of heaven againſt vs, For, what elſe may 
A 2 be 
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be hoped for where there will not fo much as earneft 
words be ſpoken for God,or for his Angels: 
3 As loſeph having interpreted the Dreame of Pharaoh 
his cheife Butler touching his reconciliatis againe to the 
grace of Pharas, and the recovery of kis former place of 
honorable ſervice before Pharao,deſjered him to hawe him in 
remembrance when he shohld be ſoreconciled ox reſtored,Gen.0 
14. $0 itis recorded by the holy Ghoſt, & acknowledged 
by the faid Butler, as 4 ercat fault , that he had not remebred 
Lloſeph but forgotto him Gen.40.23.8 41.9.1t it werelo great 
a faultin Pharas his Butler,not to remember & ſpcake for 
one 7oſcph, that had interpreted one dreame touching his 
reconcilement toa mortall Prince : and the recovery of 
an earthly preterment, (nether of which notwithſtading 
hc knew not how long he ſhould enioye, at themoſt he 
could not enioye them any longer then during onely na- 
rurall life) how great then 1s the fault of all thoſe,thatneg 
1c to ſpeake for many miniſters of the Goſpel, that hauc 
not once but often, & dayly interpreted many.myſteries 
of God,toucing their reconciliatio with God himſelte & 
their everlaſting advancmet in heavenly places Ephe.2.6.To 
walke in white with Chriſt Teſus,yea,te fit alſo with him in his 
throne, as he himſelfe f11teth in the throne of his Father ? Apoc., 
3.5.&21.Ycavercly,as the fault of the Butler was theleſle, 
becauſe being enlarged he had none to remember him of 
rthatduty, ſo the fault of thos ſhalbe the greater, that haue 
many dayly to put then in minde therof;and to provoke 
them thereunto, and yet for all that doe hold their peace. 
4 The whole Army of [fracll ſpake with great courage in 
behalfe of 1onathanthus,Shall Tonathan dye who hath mioh. 
tely delivered Iſrael: God forbid. As the Lord liuith, there shall 
not one hayre of bus head fall tothe ground; for he hath wrought 


with 


with God this day. + Sam-+4- 45: Were this comon people 
that lived under the Law,8 which had not had fo plenti- 
full & cleere inſtruction as is now revealed by the goſpel, 
were this common people ( I ſay ) ſo zealous for Jonathan . 
in regard onely of a bodily deliverance, from bodily eni- 
mycs,whereot he had not been the author, but onely an 
inſtrument of God ; and thall nor this high Court of 
Parliament now aſſembled, being the cheife lower of 
this whole Realme of England , and repreſenting the 
whole Realme , be zealous andearneſt for many whom 
God hath uſed as his inſtruments,8& who haue wrought 
with God anddayly wouldſo worke with God ( if they 
may haue hberty ) tor-the ſpirituall deliverance of many 
thouſandes from {pirituall enimyes, even to turne them 
from darkmes to lieht,and from the power of Sathan to God, that 
they may hai'e forgiunes of [innes, and inheritance amone them 
Ange tome  pugne gp 'g 

that are ſain(tified by faith in Chriſt . Attes 26.18? 

5  Itisnotto be torgotten,with what courage & good 
ſucceſſe Nehemiah ſpake for the materiall Teruſalem to 
Artashasht an heathen and prophane King Neh.2.2.e4c. as 
alſo how moſt vertuous & noble 9 . Ether, being indeed 
provoked by poore Mordecat , adventured her ſelfe to 
ſpeake to the like conditioned King Ahashuerorh, in be: 
halfe of the old people of God the Tewes, for preventing 
_ of their bodily bloudſheed, notwithſtanding the had not 
been called unto the King in 30 a yes before , and notwithſlan.- 
ding there were a law of the King,that whoſeever man or woma 
should come into the King in the inward Court nat called, 
shou'd dye, except ſuch as to whom the King should hane held 
forth his golden rod.s[t is not(I fay)to be forgotte, but reli- 
gioufly to be remembred, how notwithſtanding the fore- 


ſaide danger and her former feareand weaknes in that re- 
Az ſpe 


5: 
ſpe, yetat the laſt ſhee promiſed Mordecat to adyenture 
her ſclte ſaying, If Tperish, Tperish: and how alſo atter pra- 
yerand faſting of her clte and her Ladycs, and of the reſt 
of the TIewes in Shnshan for her , ſhe entred to the Kino & = 


ſpake for her people: and what gratious ſuccefle ſhe had, 


notwithſtanding the power and might of their cheife ad- 
veriary, and his great grace and favour with the King, 
Did br perſons ſo adventure themſc/uecs to ſpeake be. 
fore ſuch Kings, and did the God of heaven giue ſuch 
gracious ſucceſle in their attemptes? And ſha/l Chriſtian 
Noble men & gent/cmen now aſſembled in high Court 
of Parliament;where they may {peake,and other in other 
places of authoritic and grace and favour with chriſtian | 
Princes, feare to ſpeake for the peoplc of God,to a chriſti- 
an King , whoſe education from the Crad/c in a// PICs 
former raigne and goverment, and rc/igious protesſion 
hitherto, doe giue better encouragement: God forbid? 
And farr be all ſuch feare and cowardl/ines from al/ that 
profeſſe and know the Goſpel/ of Icſus Chriſt. Yea, if 
there be any ſo fearctu/l and cowardly,/et them ſerioufly 
conſider the ſecond wordes and meſſage of Mordecat to 
Eſter.T hinke not that thou 5halt eſcape in the Kings houſe more 
then all the Tewes : For if thou houldiff thy peace at this tyme, 
comfort and deliverance shall appeare to the Tewes out of ano- 
ther place,but thou and thy Fathers houſe shall perish. Who kno- 
weth whether thou art come to the Kingdome for ſuch atime. 
Eſter, 4.13.Let them(T ſay) wiſely and in the feare of God 
conſider this meſlage,to provoke themſc/ucs to the more 
zealc and chriſtian bou/dnes, with a//humilitie and mo- 
deſtte. Let them not thinke that they by their greatnes 
ſha! procure a better miniſtcry of the Goſpell to them- _ 
(e/ucs and their houſes then other haue.If it be reſtrained 


& from 


ioye more libertyFhereof then other, Yea,if they at this 


tyme and in that phace where there is ſuch fredome of 


ſpcech hold their peace, and doe not with a// their quits 
and graces of knowledg, wiledome, zeale, compasſion, 
modeſty, and humility that may be,put forth themſfclucs 
in furtherance of the {incere miniſtery of the Golpell,and 
removing the lets and impediments thereof: ſuerly helpe 
may comcin theſe thinges vnto the Church by ſome. 
ther meancs,butlet the take heed that the Lord of hoſtes 
call them not toan accomprt & other reckoning for this 
their fearetulnes, Further to ad one other example breit- 
ly, If fearefull 7oſeph of Arimathea went boldly to Plate & 
asked the body of leſs, And if Nicedemus(betore as feare- 
full as the ſaid 7oſeph ) joyned with himin the honorable 
buriall therof when Chriſt was dead,and the whole ſtate 
being enimyes vnto him, had now prevailed and gotten 
that which long they had laboured for againſt him , yea, 
when all the Diſciples had forfaken him, and ſome of the 
cheifeſt Champions had denyed him, Oh how diſhono- 
rable with men, and inexſcufible and vnanſ{werable be- 
fore God ſhall it be, that ſo many having learned more 
of Chriſt then cither Joſeph and Nicodemus, orall the Di/- 
ciples themſelues had then learned, and having allo be. 
fore boldly profeſſed and promiſed much for him, and 
living ina kingdome profesſing Chriſt and maintainyng 
his Goſpell,and under a moſt gratious & religious King, 
and being in place of freedome of ſpeech and now alfo 
aſſembled cheifely and principally tor that end(for what 
are a/l ſtatuts for rhe Common wea/th without regard of 
the Church)how diſhonrab/e(T ſay )with men,and kow 


inex{cu{able and vnanfwerablc before God .& his Sonne 
A4 Teſus 


from other,as oflate it hath been, they tha/l not long en. 
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15 lefus Chriſt when he ſhall come to judgment ſhall itbe, 
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that ſuch perſons in ſuch a kingdome,vnder ſuch a Kinge 
in ſuchaplace,at ſucha time, ſhallnot dare to ſpeake tor 
whole Chriſt Icſus, riſen againe from the dead, aſcended 
into the heavens,there ſitting 1n all power, glory and ma- 
_ zeſttez Yea finally being readie to come to judge both the 
quickeand the dead, both men an Angels: Oh therefore 
yce that loue this Lord Ieſus Chriſt, take heed of ſuch 
tearetulnes,yea,feare ſo to bea traide of ſpeaking for him, 
for his Goſpell and for his ſcrvantes. 
6 Let the great heavines of many Congregations, 
Men,Weomen, Children, Maſters & ſervants, of all ages 
and conditions, be pittitully conſidered .. God regarded 
the weeping of bond Hagar,and reprobate 1ſhmaell in the 
want of the water of this life.Ger.27.15.He gracioully re- 
ſpeed the poore women that complayning of the cruel 
ty of their Husbands in forlaking them, andvwexing then 
by takinge other wyues, had covered his Aulter with their 
teares. Malac.2.13.14. Of? 
The Lord Ieſus alſo pyticd the people, yea, his bowel, 
yerned within him,to ſee them ſcattered as ſheepe with- 
outaſhepheard: Math. 9.36. Mar.0.3z4. Yeahe did graci- 
oufly reſpet the petitions of many touching the bodily. 
miſeryes of their children, frends, and ſervants, yea the 
ſuits ot ſome for bodily comfort of their children though 
themſelues were not of the children of 7/7aell but Heath& 
and Cananits,andlitle better in that reſpe& then Doges. 
Math, r5. 22. How then ſhould the ſpirituall miſeryes of 
many thowſands, partly already deprived, and partly like 
to be deprived of their faithfull Paſtors, who haue broken 
the bread: and powered out the water of «eternall life yn- 
rothem, and performed the ductics as it were of loving 


_hul-. 


them, doe cover the Lords Aulter with teares, and make 
lamentable mone ( as the Turtle Doxe, that hath loſt her 
mate) for help to themiſclues and theirs , againſt the pre- 
ſent and future ſpirituall calamitics, how I ſay ought all 
theſethings to wring,and wreſt, pity and compasſion frs 
all in authority towards them 2 O therefore let not their 
moneand lamentation be neglecteds, 
To regard theſe Miniſters hitherto ſpoken of,js to re- 
rd the whole land. For it is not to be doubted, but that 
1t may be ſpoken of them:as well as of ſome other, that, 
they are the Chariots and Horſemen of Eneland, as the like is 
acknowledged for I{racll,' not onely of E/za by Eliſha, 2. 
king 2.12 bur alſo of Eliſha byToaſh a wicked King of Iſrael, 
2.King.13.14.1f God be with vs who can be againſt us, Rom.s 
31.Andif the Almightie be our defence ( as Eliphas ſpeaketh 
t > 7ob,Tob 22.25.) We cannot but be in peace and ſafity. 
Now God hath not promiſed to be with any for their 
defence, but ſuch as receiue his Golpell. In the Miniſtery 
alſo of the Goſpell, conſiſteth the wealth and honor of c- 
very people, Pro.3.16.Pſa.46.12 . And the glory of every 
kingdome;as the glory of [fracll did in the 4ke. 1.Sam.g. 
21.22. And the peace of Nations, For therefore as well as 
for other reſpes, the Goſpell is called the Goſpell of 
peace Ephe.6.15:compared with 7ſar.2.4.and 11.6.and 65. 
25. Finally, the whole outward proſperity ofall Kings & 
kingdomes confiſteth principally in the pure worſhip of 
God.and the meanes that commends the ſame 2.Chro 14. 
14.17.10.27.6.24.26.2.King.18.7. Therefore they cannot 


be faithfull to Kings & kingdomes,neither to theme! . es 
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bands, and who by ſuch Paſtors and Preachers, have bees” © 
turned from darknes to light , and delivered from the power of 
Sathan wvnto God , and who now therefore in the want of 
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thatnegle&the'true worſhip of God & the meanesther- 
of. Therefore alſoas Efter {aid of thoſe that provoked 4- 
haſbuerosh againſt the Iewes, ſo may it be ſaid ofall thoſe 
that perſwade the ſuppresſion of the Goſpell and of the 
miniſters thereof, Such adverſarics cannot recompence the 
Kinzs loſſe Ejter 7.4. | 
If therefore ye will not reſpect the ſtate of Miniſters, 
their wiues and children , yet reſpect your ſelues, your 
wives and children, yea, our King and whole kingdome, 
even touching the outward cſtate of your {clues &yours, 
of King and kingdome.. And it yee loue the ſahitie,peace, 
wealth, and gloric of King, and Kingdome, and of your 
{clues and youres,then ſpeake & doe,what you all, and e- 
very one of you may, for the Goſpell& miniſtery therof, 
\ It is rhe duety ofall Princes & Magiſtrates,and allo . 
of their Courtes,to execute inſtice and indement in the morn- 
ning, and to deliner the oppreſſed 5c. ler. 21. 12.22. 2. elpe- 
cially to do iuſtice towards the foulcs of men. There/ore 


_ thiseſpecially doth belong to this high Court of Parli- 


ament as being the higheſt Court we haue for juſtice and 
judgment vpon carth. As Abraham therefore ſaid vnto 
God, Shall not the Tudge of all the world dre rteht Gen. 18. 2g. 
ſo ſay I tothis preſent Court, ſhall not the higheſt Court 
of all this,Kingdome doe right? Yea this is the more at 
this preſent to be confidered, becauſe this tuſtice that now 
I ipeake of, is not only the ITuſtice of God, butallo of this 
Land. For itis abundantly of late proued, that all the late 
proceedinges, againſt the miniſters, in repreeſing of their 
miniſtery, and in depriving them of their tree houldes, is 
contrary to the lawes of this kingdome, both to Charta 
Magna, and allo to many ſtatutes. 


 Thefameis to bevnderſtood of the oath cx officio o{ma- 
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ny of the late Canons, and of diuers other thines. Ir is al 
ſo againſt reaſon, that the baſeſt Cobler and Tinker can- 
not be eiected fromHhis freehould of but ten ſhillings by 


the yeare, but bya 7 of 12 men, and before ſome of 


his Maieſties Indges 1n follemnte forme of lawe, andthat 
the miniſters and Ambaſladors of Chriſt Ieſus,in the mar 
ters of eternall life, ſhould be caſt out of their free hould, 
of what worth foeuer, by one man only, and not only 
without any Iury, but alſo without any complaint or ac- 
cuſation againſt them. 

If it be obiected that this that I haueſaid to be the juſtice 
of this kingdome, is but the opinion of ſome priuar per- 
ſons, letthe miniſters finde fs with this high Court 
of inſtice, to haue the former cauſes in the ſaid Court de. 
bated, as many the like haue bin hearetofore & daily are. 
Shall priuat cauſes be refepected byy70u,yea ſhall matters 
of purveyors and ſuch Lke of ſmall moment for the com- 
mon wealth, come betore you, and beſo largely diſcus. 
ſed and handeled by you, and ſhall not ſo many publique 
cauſes of fo many, of ſuch quality, and for the Church 
be regarded? yea not the cauſeot God him ſelte? ſhall 
God and his ſonne Chriſt Teſus, in the cauſe ofhis Gos- 
pell and miniſters thereof, ſtand as it wear at your parlia- 
ment houſe dore knocking, and craving to be let in, & to 
haue their cauſe heard, 8& ſhall not your dore be opened? 
Beware of this, leaſt ye knock allo atheaven dore, & there 
be none found to open, or to an{were ynto you. 

o May it further pleaſe them to whom this preſent 
writing is directed, to call to minde the promiſes made 
to them, that ſhew any kindnes to any of the Children 
of God & diſciples of Chriſt,eſpecially to any Prophet in 
in the name of a Prophet Mat. 10. 41. Asalſoto conſider oy 
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' Godis not unrighteous that he ſhould forget ſuch works & labor 
of lone, Heb. 6. 10. but that he is faithfall that hath promiſed. 


Heb. 10, 23. and that God u not as man, that he should ly nei. 
thr as the ſonne of man, that he should repent: hath he ſaid it 
+ shall not he dot? and hath he ſpoken and shall not he accomp- 
lich it? Numb, 23. 19. 

He that made Saule, ( though vnnaturall to his owne 
children,r Sam.14.49. anda cruell murderer of the preiſts 
of the Lord.r.Sam.2218.)toſhew mercy to the Kenits,(as 
were the rocke toyeecld water) r. Sam.15.6, For the kind- 
nes of [ethro, (otherwile called Kerz,ludg. 1.16 )towards 
the 1ſraelits , in giueing onely good counſell to Moſes, for 
the better outward goverment of the 1ſracl:ts, 400. yeares 
before Exo4d.18.17. Shall he forget;the kindnes that ſhall 
be ſhewed to the Miniſters of the Goſpell, and to the peo 
ple committed vnto them, and depending upon them, 
for the food and ſalvation of their ſoules? 

Was the kindnes of the Shunamite, towards one pro- 
phet Elſha,plentifully recompenced, 1 . by the guift of a 
Sonneatfterlong barrennes;2 by reſtoryng her ſaid fonne 
tolite being dead,z. Kings 4-16.3 by forewarning herof a 
famine to come,and admoniſhing her,to provide for her 
ſelte Chap. 8. 1. 4 bydircfing her, by God his gratious 
providence, to come with petition to the King, for reſti- 
rution of herlands(that had been ſeiſed in her abſence to 
the Kings uſe)at that very inſtante, when Geha3# was tel- 
ling the King the great adts of his M.E/ſha,and particular 
ly how he had raiſed this womans ſonne from death to 
life: (by which her commyng inſucha ſeaſon ſhepreſent 
ly obtayned, not onely herlands, but alſo all the meane 
profites thatin time of her peregrination, had been taken 
by the Kings receiver: ) was.(I fay) ſuch little kindnes of 

| this 


| "NOR 
this woman, to'one prophet, ſo plentifully recompenſed, 
and ſhall not the favour that is ſhewed to many Miniſters 
of the Goſpell, (theleaſt wherof,for office is greater then 
lohn the Baptiſt , who notwithſtanding was greater then 
any prophet, andthen whom there was nota greater, a- 
mong the ſonnes begotten of weomen, Math. 11.9. )ſhall 
not (I ſay)ſuch kindnes towards ſuch Miniſters as are in 
ſo greatreckcening with God, be rem@bred & rewarded? 
10 Onthecontrary conſider, who hath ſaid, Touch not 
yn annoynted,and doe my prophets no harme:pſal.105.15;As 
alſo what is threatened,to them that doe the leaſt harme, 
to the leaſt children of God,even in their outward ſtates, 
Yea, what God commaunded to be -written againſt the 
Amalikits, and {ware to performe, onely for reliſting his 
people,in their iorney towards the earthly ptjoanes. 43 
was buta type of the heavenly. Exod.17.14.15. And what 
alſo afterward (.cven'400, yeares after the premiles ) he 
cauſed tobe executed by Saule againſt them , without any 
pity or compasſ10n towards any man,woman,infante,or ſuckling 
Oxe,Sheepe,cattell,or Aſſe 1 Sam.15.3. Was it ſo heinous be- 
fore the Lord, to hinder his people in their journey to. 
wards the carthly Caxaaz , & ſhall it be alight thing with 
men now, not to further the elec in their meanes of, and 
tourney vnto, the heavenly Canaas, tipically prefigured, 
by that earthly? 
If the Lord did alſo /vaarar the excellencie of Tacob, 
that ſuerly he would never forget the crueltie, that was excerci- 
ſed by the rich men of Tudea, againſt the poore of the land, in 
their outward ſtate,yea,that the very land ſhould tremble , and 
that every one ſhould mourne that awelled therin &c. For the 
the ſaid ſinne. Amos 8.7. Will the ſame Lord then,which is 


always the ſame in Iuſtice, as well as in mercy, lightly 
B; paſle 
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| paſſeby any cruelty towardes the foules of his people? 
| Let not the ſtates aſſembled in this High Court of ' 
Parliament,or in any place of authority,gracc,and favor, 
[ where their word {poken in his place, May be like unto Ap. 
23 ples of could with pittures of ſikver,Pro,25.11. Letthem not 
 _ {I fay)waſhtheirhandes of this argument, becauſe they 
haue no hand in any procceding againſt the Miniſters, or 
| in reſtrainyng of their miniſtery:fith it is all one ſo to pro 
ceed &c. And not to heelp them thar are ſo proceeded 
. againſt by other, eſpecially when power is in their hands 
to helpe.For it muſt never be forgotten, which is'written 
for an everlaſting truth , and a perpetual inſtruction, 
(Curſe ye MeroF:( ſayd the Angell of the Lord)curſe the inhabi. 
tant thercof,becauſe they came not to heelp the Lord , to heelp the 
| Lord azainſt the mightic.Tudzes 5.23. In which place this is 
likewiſe worthy the obſcrvation of all men,that they are 
eſteemed not to help the Lord , that came not out to 
help his people .If there were ſo fearetull a curſe pronoi 
ced by the Angell of the Lord againſt them that did not * 
help his people , againſt the mightie enimyes of their 
outward ſtate, may they think themſelues ſecure & with | 
out daunger , that heelp not the Lord and his people , a- 
gainſt the mighty that oppugne the everlaſtyng ſalvation 

Th of their ſoules? 
11 Pharaointhetymeof dearth,providedat his owne 
colt for the Idolatrous Preiſts of Zeypt , that they might 
not{cll their land: Ger.47.22.Shall then fo chriſtian a king 
dome,as this long tyme hath been, in the time of plentie 
procecd ſo hardly againſt the. painfull miniſters of the 
Golpell,thatthey, thcir wiucs and children ſhall weepe 
agd monrne for want: And will no man open his month 
Mm theirbehalte? Were the Monncks and Freers at the diſlo- 
lution 
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lution of their Idolatrous houſes, (in the twilight of the 
Goſpell,) provided for duringe thcirliues, though they 

never had doneany good? And\hall the miniſters of the 

Goſpell., that haue converted many to God, and {penr 

themſclues, and waſted their patrimony, firſt, in fitting 
themſclucs for the worke of the miniſtery, and atter by 
their ſufferings and troubles , fo that they haue nothing 
left for their comfort in their age , be neglected: Though, 
this hath not been regarded, by thole that deprived the; 

et farr be it, from this moſt Honorable Court ,thar any 
pe would; be found therein ſo hard and ſtony , as not 

. with commiſcrationto pity them . 

12 Muchalſo may the prayers of ſuch miniſters for this 
Court of Patliament, and for every ſtate and degree ther 
of,and for other, be regarded : for the prayer of the righte- 
ous avatleth much if it be fervent, Tames 5.16. And the pra- 
yers of the Saints are compared To Harpes & golden wialls 

full of odours ec. Apoc.g.8.God would haue Abimelech King 
of Gerar,to make fich accompt of this argument, that for 
theſamc he would haue him to uſo Abraham the better, Gen 
2047. 

Nether did the Apoſtle Pawle onely ; for this cauſe, 

moſt earneſtly craue the prayers of the meaneſt chriſtias, 

in thoſe Churches to which he wrote : butalſo wicked 

Pharao did caneſtly defire the prayers of Moſes and Aaron, 

Exo4.8.8.Darims alio,though an heathen King, did therc- 

fore commaund all things neceſſary , forthe building of 

Ieruſalem,to be a boundantly miniſtred tothe Iewes, that 
they might pray for the Kings life,and for his ſonnes,EFra 6 
10. How much more then oughrtſuch chriſtian aſſemblies 

as this preſent High Court of Parliaments : to Tabonr 

_ the more, for the comfort of God his children, el} rally 
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ged to prayer the more ecarneſtly,tor them and theirs, 

13 . Suerly (faith our Saviour) The harveſt s great , and 
the laborers are fewe, praye ye therefore the Lord of Ze harueſt, 
that he would thruſt th laborers into his harveſt.Math, g.37. 
38. Will our Sav4our,haue all to pray the Lord of the har- 
veſt, that he would thruſt forth laborers into his harveſt, 
and may any men then, by head & ſhoulders thruſt labo. 
rers out of his harveſt? It would be accompted madnes, 
fora man to thruſt laborers out of his owne harveſt, whe 
his harveſt is raady for the ſickle,and he hath not laborers 
enough ; Bur itis impietie to thruſt laborers out of the - 
Lord his harveſt, eſpecially ſuch , as whom himſelfe had 
before thruſt forth into his harveſt, furniſhyng them with 
ſickleandall other thinges neceflary? Andlaſtly, ſuch as 
had done good ſervice in his harveſt? Againe,will our $4. 
viour, haue men onely to praye the Lord of the harveſt, 
for thruſting forth of laborers into his harveſt,and will he 
haue them to doe nothing elſe in this behalfe 7 As well 
may they thinke, that they are onely to praye for their 
dayly bread,and that they need to doe nothinge elſe for 
the getting thereof. 


14  Whoſoener (faith our Saviour) ſhall bc aſhamed of me 


and of my wordes , of them shall the ſonne of man be a shamed, 
when he shall come in his clory,and in the glory of the father 
of the boly Angels: Luc.g.26.1s this to be underſtood onely 
of the tyme of perſecution, and notalſo and much more, 
of the dayes 7 in Orare not they a ſhamed of Chriſt 
and of his wordes, that will not ſpeake for him and his 
word? Nay let the contrary branch of the oppoſition tou 
ching the promiſe, made by our Saviour for the confes- 
ſing of them before his Father which i in heaven, that hall 


confeſſe 
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confeſſe him before men , {uppretle this vaine Air Ae Ret ns 


Laſtly touching-this poynt will they not be a ſhamed of 
Chriſt, but conteſſe him and his words before Tyrants, 
in the time of fiery triall, that will not ſhew'themſclues 
zcalous tor Chriſt and his wovds, beforea State favourig 
and protes{ing Chriſt 8 his words,in the dayes of peace? 
Truely God by his almightie power, andrich grace may 
mighrely ſtrengthen fuch men in the daycs of trouble, 
(notwithſtanding their preſent feare and weaknes ) but 
certainly in reaſon this is litle to be hoped for. Letno mi 
therfore flatter or deccaue himſclfe with any ſuchpoore, 
{imple,and ſhitttull conceite: a4 | 
15 Yourzcaletouching the Papiſts for more ſecuritie 
againſt them heeratter,that therby they may be the nBre 
caſily converted from their damnable herefies; is worthy 
everlaſtyng renowne. But may it alſo pleaſe you to con- 
ſider, ro what end there ſhall be more ſevere lawes made, 
for the bringing of them to Church, if there ſhall nor lik. 
wiſe be proviſion, that when they come there they ma 

have ſuch miniſters as ſhalbe able ſubſtantaally,and id. 
ly to confute their hereltcs , and to inſtruct them inthe 
truth:and not ſuch,as againſt whom in reſpeR of their in 
ſufficiency and weakenes,they ſhalbeable to take excep- 
tion: yea whomalfo they ſhall deride:yea,and finally, by 
whom they ſhall be more confirmed in their herefies : or 
at the leaſt the more,hardenedagainſt the truth. Will any 
man ſay ther may beſufficient miniſtersenough, though 
all thols thar are called refrattary, and enconformablebe 


expelled ; Ihopethe wiſcdome of the meaneſt of your 


Honorable afſembly is ſuch, that he will heare this an ha- 
dred times, before He will beleiue it once: For (ith all rhat 


now arc.and were before any procceding againſt thoſe 
'$ be 


15 


- ” <A 


B ” Rs "8.42 bes 
F ws > wk: BEN 
"PÞ-- Ae, M Mats 4 EC Ou + 
Wes OC tow 4s "CL > os. © 
" Ae yt hs l 
_— - +14 e090 &: of W. <>. 


a * 
, OY 
$4! 
« 
SEE o 


NT IT een 
4 tient 0 Ne re 4 off 
- P 


16 


—_ _—_— 
before mentioned, were not enough, ſufficiently to fur- 
niſh every Congregation.,what will the paucity be.when 
from thoſe,ſo many hundreds as able as any other ſhal- 
be detracted. 

16 Tovching the matters of trouble, and moleſtation 
to the miniſters hitherto mentioned, viz. Subſcription, 
Ceremonyes, the {tri&t obſervation of the booke , and o- 
ther Conformity all men know, what diviſion & conten- 


tion ther hath been betwixt the miniſters of the word in 


this kingdome, and their brethren, as in other Churches 
reformed, ſo eſpecially in the former part of his Majeſtics 
Dominion Scotland; and what hath been written by one 
parte{eſpecially by the conformable part)in diſgrace and 
reFoch of the other. But eſpecially, great hath beech the 
contention and controverſteheere at home : much more 
indeed for & about thes things, then for or about any poynt 
of Dottrime . 

This is evident,not onely by moſt bitter inveCtiue ſer 
mons, privarc raylings, and publicke diſgracefull bookes 
againſt them: (the moſt Coformſitans thinking that they 
never preach , ſpeake, or write any thing well, except in 
their preaching,talke & writing, they ſcourge thoſe whs 
they call Puritan, preſciſe, ſciſmaticall, and refratary mi- 
niſters)but alſo by the actuall ſeveritie.againſt them. For 


it may be trulie ſaid, thatin one yeare,and in one Dzoceſſe, 


more have cen forthele cauſes ſuſpended and deprived, 
then in full 46 yeares throughout the whole Realme of 
Eneland,cither for vnſuthiciencie,or for any matter of (ci. 
call:albe it it cannot be denyed,that in ſomeone Dzoceſſe, 
their are more ignorant & ſcandolous miniſters worthy 


of deprivation, then there ir@conformable miniſters in 
all Dzoceſſes, N 


by 


, 
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By this controverſic and contention among the mt- 
niſters, ther hath been no lefle difſention and alination of 
mindes and hartes,betwixt other of his Majcſtiesſubjes 
for the ſame things: yea, much ſeperation of many trom 
their miniſters, as likwife berwixt themſelues. Now how 
dangerous this is for his Majcſtie and the whole land, as 
it doth appeare by the encreaſe and courage of the com- 
mon adverſaryes the Papiſts, according as the miniſters 
and people tor thoſe cauſes haue been moleſted and dil- 
oraced , {0 it is further evident by reaſon . Becauſe as the 
concord, peace,and good agreemen t is a principall part 
of the ſtrenght ofa King and kingdome, fp their diſcord 
and contention, cannot but be daungerous for King and 
kingdome. For our Saviour himlelfe ( ſpeaking according 
to the common ſpeech of other)faith,7 hat a kingdom ae. 
viaed againſt it ſelfe, cannot ſtand. Marc.z.24. 

What is therefore to be done in this caſe : How may 
theſe controverſies and contentions be well pacified, and 
beſt compounded? Verily by inmitating therin God him- 
ſclfe,the God of peace. Foras he is and muſtbe acknowled. 
ged beſt of all,ſo heerin alſo, he hath given vs the beſt pre- 
fident, the beſt patterne. What is that? When he faw the 
oreat diviſion and hatred betwixt the Iewes & the Gen- 
tiles, he tooke away the partition wall betwixt th:m,which was 
alſo called by the name of hatred, becauſe for.it the Iewes 
had hated the Gentiles, and the Gentiles likewiſe the 
Iewes. What was the partition wall:?T he law of commaun- 
dements ſlanding in es , thatis in Ceremonyes, 
which he himſelfe had given to the Tewes . Ephe. 2.14.15 
For thereby,cannot he underſtood the morall law,which 
from the beginning had as well concerned the Gentiles, 


as the Iewes ; But the Ceremoniall law being that, in rc- 
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ſpe&t wherof,the Iewes in pride had contemned the Gen 
tils.and for which the Genrtls likewiſc, in no leſie mallice 
had cnvicd the Iewcs, as having ſuch a law by theſelues 
as for the which, they neither would nor might commu- 
nicate with the Gentils in their heatheniſh worſhip : the 
Lord therefore didaltogether remoue the lame, that {o 
notonely they which were once farr from God,might be made 
weere by the blond of Chriſt (whereby the partition wall was 
broken downe)but that they alſo that had ben before twaine, 
might be made one { as'it were two houſes made one, by 
breaking downe of one walL or two feildes layd into one 
by taking away of one hedg) that ſo there might be peace. 

* The Lord might haue communicated the Ceremo- 
nics of the Iewes vnto the Gentils, or geiven new vnto 


both. Butſith he made»this peace onely by removing 


thoſe Ceremonyes together, that himſelte had once in- 
{tituted;and did not ordayne any in their place,then con- 
{iderI (bcſeech yon)in your godly wiſedoes, how much 
more it behoucth all thole Ceremonyes and ordinances, 
which were onely invented by man, to bevtterly remo- 
ved, having eſpecially no neceſſary uſc, but being rather 
bones of contention betwixt brethren, and children of 
the ſame Father and Moother, and coheyres of the ſame 
inheritice:asallo people of the fame Nation, and {ubjcdts 
of the ſame King and Soveraigne. Yea confider(I beſcech 
you againe) the more ſeriouſly, how neceflary it will be, 


t11us to make peace, not onely becauſe this.peace will be 


exceccingly beneficiall (as hath been ſhewed) to King & 
kingdome, ( eipecially the common adverſaryes ſo now 
combining themſclues againſt vs ) but alſo becauſe it wil 
pea worke moſt acceprable to God . For Bleſſed are the 
Pace makers for they Jhall be called the children of God.Math.s. 

0. 
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to geather,and contrine many arguments into one)I doe 
ofter to your wile and godly conſiderations, the works of 


Godamonelt vs : his works of Tuſtice, and his works of 


mercy : togeather with the ends for the which he hath 
wrought thembctore vs, and the vies , which he would 
haue vs to make of them. Firſt therefore be yec pleaſed to 
call ro minde, the late mightie and-fearefull peſtilence, 
wherby in all places(almoſt)ot the land, but cheifcly here 
in London, the Lord made heapes upon heapes . Doth the 
Lord chaſtiſe particular perſons, that he may teach them in 
his law,Pſal.g4,12.Drawe them neerer vnto him,and make 
them more plentitully partaker of his holines : Heb.12.10. 
Yea, and hat they may be more Jealous cF amend.Revel.z.1g 
And are not thele as well the ends, why he chaſtiſeth 
whole States, Churches and kingdomes,as the ſinnes of 
whole States, Churches and Kingdomes, are the caulſes 
that firſt moue him ſo to chaſtiſe them 2 Yea, is not this 
the more to be conſ:dered, becauſe this rod of God doth 
ſtillremaine and linger, as here in Loxdor,fo allo in divers 
other places of the land? For doth not the Lord heereby 
intimate vnto vs, that yet that is not performed by vs 
which he looked for from vs? 

Againe, is italtogether to be negleed, that he hath 
{o mittigated this his ſeverity towards vs as he hath? And 
that he hath in parte commaunded his Angell to put vp 
his fword,and-not to ſinite ſo many as before he had de. 
And doth not:the Lord by ſmyring vs in ſuch ſorte,ther- 
after that if for all this we ſhew no better fruits ofamend- 
ment, he will plague us yet ſcaven tymes worſe? Levit. 26. 18. 
By healing vs alſo in part,doth he not admoniſh vs,that zt 
wedo not yet repent, but continewe {ill to finne againſt 
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ES him.4 worſe thine ſhall come unto ts! Iohn 5. 12. 


O ye that doe now repreſent the body ot this land confi. 
der of this matter. 

What ſhall I heere ſpeake of our late great danger, by 
the late moſt bloudie, horrible, vanaturalland monſtrous 
conſpiracy of the Papiſts;as againſt all in general, to ſpe- 
cially againſt you thatare now aflembled, in this high 
Court of Parliament : Would the Lord haue every per-. 
ſon to provoke his owne ſoule , to prayſe the Lord , for redce. 
ming his ſoule from the graue Pla.103.4., And would he nor 
haue the whole land, and ſpecially you thatare now afle- 
bled in high court of Parliament repreſenting the whole 
land,and in ſpeciall manner delivered, to cnter into ſeri- 
ous conſultation 8 deliberation with your ſelues, what to 
render unto the Lordfor all his benifits towards you?pſa.116.12 

Though Hezzk:ah having recovered health, went firſt 
into the houſe of God,and made therea plalme of thanks 
givinge for his recovery , which yer remaineth in holy 
writ, as an everlaſting moniment of his thankfulnes ; yet 
becauſe in other things, he was not generally fo circum- 
ſpeRtand carcfull, of all obedienceto God as he ſhould 
haue been,b«t his heart was lift vp with in him,itis ſayd that 
he rendred nat wnto the Lord, according unto the reward beſto- 
wed fpon him;and that therefore wrath came from the Lord 
arainſt him , aganſt Jeruſalem,and againſt Inda.2 Chro.z2.25 
So let this be confidred, that yee may provoke yourſelues 
to the more publike teſtimony of thankfulnes , forour 
late publike deliverice. And becauſe mercy(even towards 
the bodyes of men ) « more deſired then ſacrifice , and that 
therefore mercy towards their ſoules, is much more ac- 
ceptable vnto God, (for which cauſe it is there ſaid, that 
the Lord doth alſo more deſier the knowledz of God , then burnt 


- of 


offrings.Hoſ.6.6.) Therefore alſo as God his go00dNes to- 
wards the whole land is knowne to all the world, ſo letall 
the world knowe, and let all ages to come be witneſſes, 
of our thankfulnes for the fame, by your preſent mercy 
towards the Church. He that biddeth ys to call4/pon him: ins 
the day of our trowble,and promileth to deliver ws, requireth 
alſo that we ſhould glorifie him.plal.50.15, How much more 
then ought we to glorife him , bcing in the day of our 
trouble delivered, before we called vpon him? 

Verely(moſt Honorable afſembly)in this reſpe& our 
deliverance is the greater , then thedeliverance either of 
the Iewes from the bloudy intent of Hamaz, or of our 
ſelues in the yeare 1588.For the Lord did not worke thos 
deliverances with out the meanes of praycr and 'taſting: 
but this , his owne right hand hath brought to paſſe, be- 
fore that ever we did open ourlipps vnto him in that be. 
halfe, Yea,herein is our deliveranceallo the greater, be- 
cauſe though the miſcheife plotted againſt vs was but bo 
dily,yert the miſcheife plotted againſt our and all poſteri- 
ty was ſpirituall, cven to haue reduced them, to the for- 
mer bondage of popiſh blindnes, ſuperſtition, and Idola- 
try,ſo to haue periſhed everlaſtingly:andtherfore we that 
ſheuld haue been conſumed touching our bodyes, and - 
outward ſtates in this inzended maſſacre(itit had procee- 
ded)ſhould haue ben much better,then they thatſhould 
have lived . As it be-longeth therefore to all atall tymes 
toglorifie God for this great deliverance, ſo ſpecially it 
be-longeth to you that are now aſſembled 1n this high- 
Court of Parliament. _ | 

The Lord cateth not for any obſervation ofa day on- 
ly in remembrance of his mercyes, nor forbare words in 
commendation andcelebration of his goodnes , except 

Ca that 
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him.a worſe thing ſhall come unto us: Tohn 5. 14. 


O ye that doe now repreſent the body ot this land ,conſi- 
der of this matter. 

What ſhall I heere ſpeake of our late great danger, by 
the late moſt bloudie, horrible, vnnaturalland monſtrous 
conſpiracy of the Papiſts;as againſt all in general, fo ſpe- 
cially againſt you thatare now aflembled, in this high 
Court of Parliament 2 Would the Lord haue every pcr-. 
ſon to provoke his owne ſoule , to prayſe the Lord , for redce. 
ming his ſoule from the graue Pla.103.4. And would he not 
haue the whole land, and ſpecially you thatare now afle- 
bled in high courtot Parliament repreſenting the whole 
land,and in ſpeciall manner delivered to cnter into feri- 
ous conſultation 8& deliberation with your ſelues, what to 
render onto the Lord,for all his benifits towards you?pſa.116.1 2 

Though Hezekzah having recovered health, went firſt 
into the houſe of God,and made there a pſalme of thanks 
givinge for his recovery, which yet remaineth in holy 


writ, as an everlaſting moniment of his thankfulnes ; yet 


becauſe in other things , he was not generally fo circum- 
ſpeRtand carcfull, of all obedience to God as he ſhould 
haue been,b»t his heart was lift vp with in him,jitis ſayd that 


| berenared nat wnto the Lord , according unto the reward beſto- 


wed ppon him;and that therefore wrath came from the Lord 
againſt him , aganſt Jeruſalem,and againſt Inda.2 Chro.z2.25 
So let this be confidred,that yee may provoke yourſelues 
to the more publike teſtimony of thankfulnes , forour 
late publike deliverice. And becauſe mercy(even towards 
the bodyes of men ) « more deſired then ſacrifice , and that 
therefore mercy towards their ſoules, is much more ac- 
ceptable vnto God, (for which cauſe it is there ſaid, that 
the Lerd doth alſo more deſier the knowlede of God , then burnt 
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offrings.Hol.6.6.) Therefore alſo as God his goodnes to- 
wards the whole land is knowne to all the world, ſo letall 
the world knowe, and let all ages to come be witneſſes, 
of our thankfulnes for the fame, by your preſent mercy 
towards the Church. He that biddeth vs to callapon him in 
the day of our trouble,and promilcth to deliver ws, requireth 
alſo that we ſhould gloriffe him.pial.50.15, How much more 
then ought we to glorifie him , bcing in the day of our 
trouble delivered, before we called vpon him? 

Verely(moſt Honorableafſembly)in this reſpe&t our 
deliverance is the greater , then thedeliverance either of 
the Iewes from the bloudy intent of Hamas, or of our 
ſelues in the yeare 1588.For the Lord did not worke thos 
deliverances with out the meanes of praycr and faſting: 
© butthis, his owne right hand hath brought to paſſe, be- 
forethatever we did open ourlipps vnto him in that be. 
halfe, Yea,herein is our deliverancealſo the greater, be- 
cauſe though the miſcheife plotted againſt vs was but bo 
dily,yetthe miſcheife plotted acainff, our andall poſteri- 
ty was ſpirituall, even to haue reduced them, to the for- 
mer bondage of popiſh blindnes, ſuperſtition, and Idola- 
try,{o to haue periſhed everlaſtingly:andtherfore we that 
ſheuld haue been conſumed touching our bodyes, and - 
outward ſtates in this inzended maſlacre(ifit had) Procec- 
ded)ſhould hauc ben much better, then they thatſhould 
have lived , As it be-longeth therefore to all atall tymes 
toglorifie God for this great deliverance, ſo ſpecially it 
be-longeth to you that are now afſembled in this high- 
Court of Parliament. . | 

The Lord cateth not forany obſervation ofa day on- 
ly in remembrance of his mercyes,nor forbare words 1n 


commendation and celebration of his goodnes , except 
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that otherwiſe we doe diſþoſe our way 4 1i2ht:Forthis is the 
beſt prayſe wherby he ts glorified. pla. 50. 25. Yeaevennow, 
and atthis Sesſton,doth the Lord require this of you. For | 
hath not his hand of ſicknes in many places continued,& 
doth itnot ſtill hoover over vs, from betore the farſt ſum;+ 
moning of this Parliament, to this preſent Sesfton ? And 
did not Godreveale his mercy revealing the late treaſon, 
and delivering vs from it, unmediatly before the laſt Ses- 
ſion, that your meeting might be proroged, whereby in 
the time of Interim,ye might haue the more leaſure, the 
better to deliberat and confult , what at this your aflem- 
bly might moſt make for the glory of his name, and the 
o00d of his Church: And will yenow difſolue your met 
ting without doeing of turther matter in that behaltfe, 
then yet ye haue done. 
Againc,are not many of youauncient,and in that re- 
ſpe&never againe to be of any other Parliament? which 
alſo of the youngeſt and luſtieſt of you knoweth, either 
that he ſhall line to an other Parliament, or to another 
Sesf1on of this Parliament © Or if he ſhall live toanother 
Parliament, that he ſhall be choſen to be againe thereof? 
Or livyng to another Sesf1on of this Parliament , that he 
ſhall haue health and ſtrenght to be preſent thereat? Are 
not ſome worthy men, that were at the former Sesſions 
of this Parhament , .now at reſt with the Lord 2 Yeaare 
not ſome other that were livyng & in health atthe time 
ofthe laſt Ses{ion, now alſo ( before the beginyng of this 


_ Ses110n)gathered to their Fathers. 


Yea further, becauſe divers of the miniſters deprived 
and filenced(being partly very aged )8 partly conſumed 
with godly greife, (not ſo much for their owne troubles, 
( astor the defolation of the Churches, both preſently 


ſeenc, 


ſcene,and for future tymes by the preſent to be prozno. 
ſticared , inas muchas many moſt vnworthy perſons are 
thruſt into their places,(in which conſideration, as E/fhs 
wept ,by theſpirit of prophecic, to fore ſce the miſerable 
havocke that Hazecl ſhould make of the people of 1/7ael, 
touching their bodies, 2 Kings 9.11.12. So what chriſtian 
heart can retraine weepyng and bleeding , to fore thinke 
of the ſpirituall ipoyle, that will be made in the Church 
by blind guides,corrupt teachets,and careles:yea wicked 
and vngodly Paſtors)becaulſe(T fay)many fairhtull mini- 
ſters deprivedand ſilenced , partly by age, and partly by 
godly greite, are fo neerethe finiſhing of theirraſe, that 
the ground for their graue is ina manner all ready meaſu- 
red, therefore ye that are the Lords worthies now afſem- 
bled in this High and Honorable Court, doe that, that is 
to be done by you, tor the glory of God, and comfort of 
his Churches and Miniſters, with the more ſpeed and ex- 
pedition, thatſuch ſervants of God as are ſo neere their 
end, may yct be ſomewhat revived and comforted before 
\_ » theirend, and blefle youand yours before they dye, and 

ſo take their leaues allo of you and yours , ae the more 
peace and ioye to their owne ſouls, 

As your houle of parliamentat the laſt Sesſion there. 
of, ſhould pasfiuely haue been the houſe of blood, yeathe 
fountaine(in ſome ſorte)of blood, that even from thence 
ſhould haue flowed ſtreames and riversof blood through 
out the whole land, ſo let itat this Sesfion be actiuely the 
' houſe of comfort, yeaa fountaine of comfort, thattrom 
thence may flowe a river(as it were the river of God)and 
a floude of ſpirituall comfort, ioye and gladnes to all the 
land, Toall theland 2 Yea toall Nations that know the - 


Lordand call upon his name: yea toall poſterity. As the 
D firit 
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A rſt day of the laſt Sesſton ould haue been, day of dark. 


nes and of blacknes , a day of cloudes and of obſcuritie ( as Ioel 
ſpeaketh chap. 2. 2. ){o let the laſt day of this Sesfton be a 
bright and clearc ſunneſhine day , a day of light, a day of 
comfort and refreſhing from the Lord.As the Lords eni- 
mycs,the bloody and mercyles papiſts (merciles to them 


ſelues in murderin g themſclues heertofore & of late, and 


therefore much more mercyles vnto other ) as theſe men 
would haue made themſelucs, as a fire to devoure all be- 
fore th?,and as 4 flame to burne wp/all be hind ther, Toel 2.3.S0 
be ye that are the children of God,6 ſhould therefore be wer 
cifull,as your Father alſo i merciful Luc.6.34..Be ye(I lay )as 
it were the rayne; even as the firſt and the latter rayne, loel 2, 
24. As their wrath ſhould haue been /;ke the roaring of 4- 
Lyon , ( as Salomon ſpeaketh of the wrath of a King ) ſolet 
your favour be (as Salomon {peaketh of the favor of a Kine) 
like the dewe upon the graſſe.Pro.19.12. 

By this mercy that hetherto I haue (as it wereat the 
barre of your Iuſtice) pleaded for, and provoked you vn- 
to,ye ſhall not only treaſure up comtort to your ſelues a- 


 gainſt the day of your death, when ye ſhall moſt ſtand in 


neede of comtort,but ye ſhall alſo make your old age the 
more honorable , yea after your dayes heare ended,your 
name and memory will be honorable with all poſteritie. 
Whertore did Deborah ſay that Tacl the wife of Heber ſhould 
be bleſſed aboue 8ther women, yea bleſſed aboue other women awe! 
ling in tents ? Tudg.5. 24. Becauſe with an hammer ſhee had 
driven a nayic io deepe into the head of Siſera ſleeping in 
her tent,that he did nevera wake. | 

It juch aſentence of bleflednes were prophecied of 
tat, for makeing away only an outward enimy of the out 
ward fate of the Church, how much more ſhall ve be 


bleſſed 


Ten 27 I 
bleſſed, yea bleſſed aboue many former Parliament men, 
if as ſome haue madea beginning of the deſolation of the 
whore of Rome in theſe landes, ſo ye ſhall make perfect 
that beginning , and vtterly take away whatſoever of her 
ornaments yer remayning, wherwith ſhe and her prieſts 
were wont to be decked,and arc yet decked, & wherwith 
allo her Idols were wont to be worſhipped, and are yet 
worthipped? Andaitas other hauealready( in ſome ſort) 
begunne to driue the nayle into the head of the Archeni- 
my ( next vnder Sathan himlſelte ) of the fpirituall tate 
of the Church, ſoye ſhall alſo driue the ſame further? 
Yea if likewiſeas the Papiſts comforted themſelues tou- 
ching their contrived and hoped for deſtruction of our 
perſons,and of our religion, ſaying ( in dreaming ſort) a- 
mong themſelues,as Moſcs ſaid to the Iſraclits, theſe men & 


this religion which ye hawe hitherto ſeenc, ye shall never ſee 4-' 


gaine, {olikwiſe ye by the {word of the word of the Lord, 
and of your authority, (as it were by the ſword of the Lord 
and of Gideon, Tudg. 7.20.) if ( I ay ) yeſhallfo cut of the 
tayle of the ſaid whore of Rome,and(as it were) her brach 
and rush,that there ſhalbe no more hope left to her lovers 
heere amongſt vs, of ever committing the like ſpirituall 
fornication with her heeratter, that heretofore they haue 
done: that ſo we may c6fortably apply the former words 
of Moſes to our ſelues and ro our children, touching the 
Romith religion andall the appurtinances therof, which 
we haue { ecnc,that we shall never ſee them againe Exod 14 23 
Yea let the late conſpiracie ofthe papiſts before men- 
tioned, provoke you ſo much the more carefully, & firm- 
ly to aboliſh their whole religion, to the leaſt hem, of eve. 
ry garment and Ceremony thereof.as allo the more ſuer- 


ly to eſtabliſh the Goſpell with all thinges appertainning 
D 2 


therc- 
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© therevnto.,and every holy meanes for the beſt ſupportin 
thereof, by how-much more, the curſed truites thereof, 
haueproclaimed itand dayly doe proclaime it,to be odi. 
ous and abominable in the 11ght of God . Laftly,though 
they were then dilapoynted , yet your wildome is ſuch, 
thatT hope ye neede not be admonithed , either not to 
thinke that they will heereafter be idle, and gue over 
their occupation,of wicked and treaſonable imaginatiss., 
or nottonegle& by all good meanes pos/ible, to prevent 
whatſoever tuture treacherie & conſpiracie, yet they ſhall 
in their darknes, further practite againſt vs. 
13 Toconclude therefore, whilſt ye hane time, and 
whilſt it is called ro day;feare that ye ſhall never hereaftcr 
haue the like time and oportunitte that now ye haue;and 
therefore as Bathsheba ſaid to her moſt princely fonne. Le- 
auell,open thy mouth for the daymme,and in the cauſe of all the 
children of deſtruction , open thy mouth, indge righteouſly, and 
radee the affiitted and the poore, Pro.31.8.9. SofayT, toall 
- them that by their place may any way doe good to the 
Church of God, and to any afflicted & poore members 
thereof. Yea as the ſaid Qnuecne Bathheba ſaith beforeggime 
gee ſtrong drinke,to hin that us ready to peri h, ana wine vnto 
them that haue greife of heart, that he may drinke, and forget 
his pow'«rtie,and remember his miſerie no more,Pro.31.0.7. SO 
I doew:th all them that are of any authoritie, or in any 
place of grace and favour, eſpecially this preſent high 
Court of Parliament,to giuea plentitull boll of the ſtrGg 
drink? of theire comfortable favour, yea an whole flagon 
full of the wine of their grace, that they that are now 
poore,and haue been long heavie hearted for the corrup« 
tions & ruins of Syor, and that in the greif of their hearts 
arereadie to periſh,may drinke fo d eplic therof, that they 
| may 
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| "2c 
wt forget theiy povertic,and remember their miſery no mare. 

Job ſaid, that he had not contemmed the indament of his fer- 
wart, ntither of his mayd,when they contendedwith him. Tod. 
31.13, How much lefle then is the iudgment of the mi- 
nifters of the Goſpell; yea, of the mother of vs all { the 
Church of God)yea,of God himſelfe,of Chriſt Teſus, of 
the holy Angels,of our {clues and our poſteritie,and final 
lie of King and kingdome ( as hath been ſheewed ) to be 
neglected ? As Haman {aid of the Tewes to Ahashneroch, 
that they were a people ſcattered and diſperſed amonge the people 
in all provinces of his kinedeme , having lawes arvers from al 
people, and not obſerving the Kines lawes, and that therefore it 
was not for the Kings profite to ſuffer them. Eſter.z.8.Solam 
not Ignorant that theſe miniſters of the Goſpel], of who 
I haue now in thefe Arguments made ſo often mention, 
are charged as cnimyes to the ſtate , perturbers of the 
Church, feditious,{chiſmaticall etc. 

But it it were lawfull and free for theſe men to expo- 
ftulate with the ſtate touching the former matters,as Da- 
vid did with the Lords annoyntrd Sawle, they mightnot 
only ſay with Dawid,rwherefore dave ye gine care to mens words, 
that ſay,vehould David ſecketh evill againſt you? 1 Sam.24.10 
But they might alſo plead their innocency,as Daxid doth 
his verſe 12, YVnderſtand and ſce that ther t neither evill, nov 
wickednes in us,neither hauc we {inned againft you . But in the 
meane time,this they may boldly ſay, that as the former 
hath been an old accuſation in all ages, even againſt rhe 
beſt frends of the Church and ſtate, ſo itis anſwered by 
the D. King in his 42. lecture upon Jonas pag 171. out of 
Auzuſtime,that ſuch accuſations are rather by confiction 1/7 
by conviction . And therefore 2s our moſt gratious 2xecene 
of molt happlc memory Ourene E [Rabeath, beiore ſhe was 
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© Queenc,inherdiftreff, in the dayes of Qurene Mary, wrot 
with her Diamondin a glaſle We at woodſtoocke, 


Much ſuſpefted by me, 
| Nothing proved can be. 
Even ſo may theſe men both ſpeake and write, the ſame 


of themſelucs. 


As for ſuch accuſers as are alwayes provoking all men, 
eſpecially Princes,and Nobles againſt them, I wiſh them 
to take heed of that fearefull curſſe,wherwith David, cur. 


ſed thoſe children of men before the Lord, that had ſturredvp 


Saule azainſt him , and that by that meanes had caſt him ous 


from abuding in the inheritance of the Lord, ſaying goe ſerue 
ether Gods,x Sam.26.19.For my partI pray,that God may 


give them a better minde, that ſo they may rather be the 


| bleſſed of the Lord. 


Touching otherallo that haue been orare forward, in fi- 
lencing , depriving, or otherwiſe moleſting of miniſters, 
for omis{ion of Ceremonies, not obſerving the booke of 
Common prayer in that ſtrict manner that they doe vrge 
the ſame, and for other conformitic, ( though in other 
things they doc and cannot but iuſtifie them)I am ſo farr 
from wiſhyng the leaſt evill unto them,thatI doe hartel 

prayethe Lord(who hath the hearts ofall in his handes) 
ro worke {uch a gratious change in them, that they may 
by all meanes as much further the worke of God, as by 


their former dealing they haue hindred the ſame. That 


ſo they may haue all true honor in this life, and be eternal 


ly bleſſed in the life to come . Finally concernyng our 


moſt gracious Soveraigne,T haue prayed,I doe praye,and 


whileſtTliue I will praye forhim , as Salomon prayed for 


himſclte,r Kings 2.45. L*t King James be bleſſed , and let his 


throne be flabliſhed before the Lord forever: yea, ſo] pray the 


Lord 


Lordtoble <him , with our Noble 2areneandall their 
Royall iſſYe, that their carthl hos ome Wenn a1 | ""—» 
| they ma ' haue the was there raigne with 4% 
Y Ch s, the King o Kings for ever, and | 
ever: To this prayer, kt all the people fy 
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